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Wilton Center Traffic Circulation
Route 7 / Danbury Road provides Wilton Center with convenient regional access to the north
(connection to I-84) and to the south (connection to the Merritt Parkway and I-95). The core Wilton
Center study area limits are bound by Ridgefield Road to the north and Wolfpit Road to the south, both
serving as critical access roads that connect Wilton Center to residential areas of the community.
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Traffic circulation in Wilton Center is predominantly oriented north-south via Old Ridgefield Road / River
Road. Hubbard Road provides a lesser degree of north-south connectivity within the northerly portion of
Wilton Center. East-west connectivity in Wilton Center is limited to Godfrey Place as well as several cutthrough parking lot driveways. Such limited options for north-south traffic circulation across Wilton
Center, paired with the prevalence of east-west parking lot driveways has resulted in circulation
challenges that are exacerbated due to the prevalence of driving versus walking. Figure 1 provides
information on Annual Average Daily Traffic (AADT) volumes surrounding Wilton Center as well as
Roadway Classification.
Vehicular Crashes
CTDOT State Crash data were reviewed from the last three years (2019-2022). The interior portion of
Wilton Center had approximately 20 crashes that were distributed between parking lots and roadways
spanning between Ridgefield Road and the Avalon development to the south. Of these documented
crashes over the last three years, there is no hotspot area of clustered incidents. The Center StreetRidgefield Road intersection area had six crashes whereas the Horseshoe Road-Wolfpit Road
intersection area had 14 crashes. In the last three years there was one incident that involved a
pedestrian and one incident that involved a bicyclist, both of which occurred along Old Ridgefield Road.
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Higher crash rates are documented along Route 7 at or in proximity to the following intersections:
Ridgefield Road (~48 crashes); Sharp Hill Road (~46 crashes); Wolfpit Rd ( ~32 crashes); Old Highway
(~19 crashes).
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Wilton Center Parking
Parking occupancy and turnover fieldwork was conducted on a Friday (11am-3pm) and a Saturday (11am7pm) in May 2022. There are 1,622 spaces in the “Core Parking Area” outlined in Figure 1 below. There
are an additional 472 spaces at the southerly Kimco building and 217 spaces at the Metro-North station.
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Parking Occupancy
Parking occupancy counts were organized by zone as shown in Figure 1 (Zones A-H). Table 1 summarizes
the peak-hour occupancy of each parking zone when parking utilization was the highest. The peak parking
occupancy of the Wilton Center Core parking area was 44% on Friday and 36% on Saturday. Note that
these area-wide peak numbers are conservative as they represent the summation of the individual peakhour counts for each parking zone. In conclusion, over half of the parking spaces in the Wilton Center Core
remain vacant even during peak periods.
Figure 2: Wilton Center Parking Study Core Parking Area
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Table 1: Peak Parking Occupancy by Zone

A smaller study area with 840 parking spaces, the “Central Parking Area” (Zones A, H, D), was analyzed on
an hourly basis. The Friday and Saturday charts below show that parking demand remains relatively stable
during the day in the sense that there are no major spikes or sharp declines from hour to hour. Consistent
with overall Wilton Center parking occupancy trends, the highest peak demand period in this area remains
below 50% utilization.
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Chart 2: Central Parking Area Hourly Parking Occupancy (Saturday)
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Chart 1: Central Parking Area Hourly Parking Occupancy (Friday)

Parking Turnover
Parking turnover counts were conducted for a total of 355 spaces in Zone H in order to assess how long
individuals park in the area. The following summarizes the parking durations:
Table 2 - Zone H Parking Duration Summary
Parking Duration
Parking less than 2 hours
Parking 2 to 3 hours
Parking more than 4 hours

Friday
64%
19%
18%

Saturday
69%
22%
10%
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It is interesting to note that large proportions of parkers in Wilton Center park for periods less than two
hours. Less than 20% of vehicles were parked for more than four hours on Friday and only 10% were
parked for more than four hours on Saturday.

Parking Recommendations
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The fact that parking in Wilton Center today is so underutilized calls for strategies that will eventually
allow for a more efficient land use pattern, basically a greater ratio of built floor areas in relation to the
surfaces devoted to parking. Two basic actions can be taken:

1. Right Sizing Parking Ratios

The table below shows the parking ratios that currently apply to developments in Wilton Center
together with alternate ratios that are recommended by the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE).
These ratios are still considered suburban ratios whereby each site in Wilton Center has to satisfy its
own parking demand independently of when the peak demand occurs.
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Table 3 - Wilton Center Zoning District: Existing Non-Residential Parking Requirements
and Recommended Alternate Ratios
Existing Min. # of Spaces Required:
Libraries, museums, art galleries or
similar uses

1 per 400 sq. ft. of GFA

Day care centers

1 per employee, plus 1 per 10
enrollees
1 per 300 sq. ft. of GFA
1 per 250 sq. ft. of GFA

1 per 450 sq. ft. of GFA
1.22 spaces per employee
1 per 350 sq. ft. of GFA
1

per 300 sq. ft. of GFA
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General, business or professional
offices, non-medical
Wilton Center Business Uses
(General Commercial)

Recommended Alternate Ratio:

2. Converting Wilton Center Parking to Shared or Municipal Parking

The real gain in parking efficiency could be reached through a shared parking or municipal parking
system whereby all parking resources in Wilton Center would be shared among all uses and where the
only regulations would control the duration of parking (short-term parking versus long-term parking). If
a municipal or quasi-municipal system could be implemented, the parking ratios could be reduced
further to a level that corresponds to the actual demands observed during the peak period. In this case
the occupancy surveys showed parking in Wilton Center peaks during the midday/lunchtime hours.
During this peak period the restaurant parking demand is high, but not as high as it is during evening
hours. In addition, some of the lunchtime restaurant patrons are people that work in Wilton Center and
are already parked as part of their primary trip purpose. The parking demand generated by office spaces
is also below its peak demand as some of the office employees leave for lunch outside of Wilton Center.
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A number of years ago the Borough of Princeton undertook a parking demand analysis for their small
downtown that included detailed counts of all cars parked downtown plus surveys of the drivers to
determine the main purpose of their trip downtown, how long they stayed and how many and what
other uses they frequented. As all parking in downtown Princeton was either publicly or privately shared
the Borough was able to adopt “municipal” parking ratios as follows:
Table 4 - Princeton, NJ Central Parking District: Non-Residential Parking Requirements
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Places of worship, libraries
Eating or drinking places
Theaters or assembly halls
Service business uses not listed above
Office
Retail
Institutional
Hotel

At least one parking space for each:
6 seats or students
400 square feet of floor area
5 seats
For ground floor: 300 square feet of floor area;
For other floors: 450 square feet of floor area
370 square feet of floor area
475 square feet of floor area
360 square feet of floor area
580 square feet of floor area

5

Note that the above parking ratios do not necessarily represent the peak parking demand for each use,
but the demand for each use during the overall peak period for downtown, i.e. lunchtime.
The challenge in Wilton Center will be to achieve such a shared or municipal parking system as all
parking spaces in the center belong to individual private owners and it would be difficult to entice all
owners to transition to a comprehensive shared parking system.
Wilton zoning currently allows for a shared parking provision in two instances:

•

Parking for two or more different uses that utilize a single lot: The total combined parking
capacity for such establishments in Wilton Center cannot exceed a 30 percent reduction and the
Commission must conclude that the proposed supply will meet parking needs.
Parking for interconnected sites may also be reduced by the Commission by a maximum of 30
percent of the total number of spaces required.
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•

Wilton zoning also includes a Park and Walk Program. A FAR density bonus up to 10 percent (at the
discretion of the PAZ Commission) is provided if an applicant voluntarily agrees to allow the use of
parking spaces in excess of those required by the zoning regulations for public parking. The Town may
consider increasing this FAR bonus to 20% in order to encourage participation in the program.

Another option would be for the Town to lease certain parking areas from the owner and manage those
areas as a municipal lot. However, this would mean that the Town would take a more active role in
managing and enforcing parking in Wilton Center.

Parking and Traffic Considerations for Sites along Route 7
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Increasing development activity along Route 7 provides an opportunity to right-size the parking supply
for greater efficiency. The majority of the Route 7 corridor within the study area is zoned as General
Business which has slight parking requirement differences compared to Wilton Center. BFJ reviewed
parking requirements and recommends the following based on ITE data:
•
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•

Non-Medical Offices (General, Business or Profession): Similar to the Wilton Center Zoning
District, an alternative parking requirement of 1 parking space per 350 sq. ft. of GFA is
recommended instead of the current requirement that is based on 300 sq. ft. of GFA.
Mid-Rise Residential: Any mid-rise residential development (approved by special permit)
that has at least three stories and at least four units should require 1.25 parking space per
unit rather than 1.5 spaces.
Retail or Personal Service: Wilton Zoning currently requires 1 parking space per 200 sq. ft.
of GFA. An alternative parking requirement of 1 space per 250 sq. ft. of GFA is
recommended.

•

Shared parking should be encouraged at properties along Route 7, for sites with more than one use and
for adjacent sites. As for Wilton Center the credit from shared parking cannot exceed a 30 percent
reduction and the Commission must conclude that the proposed supply will meet parking needs.

In order to encourage safe and efficient traffic circulation, all site applications should be reviewed with
Access Management principles in mind, including:
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•

Driveway sharing: Fewer driveways spaced further apart will increase traffic safety and
fluidity.
Try to shift access to development sites to side streets if possible.
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